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FOREWORD 


Illustrated  in  this  booklet  are  the  plaque  and  markers 
placed  in  the  city  and  county  by  the  Society  from  1959 
through  1963,  and  made  possible  by  generous  gifts 
from  individuals  and  funds  from  the  County  and  the 
Society . 

The  Committee  sincerely  thanks  the  NEWS -SENTINEL 
and  the  JOURNAL -GAZETTE,  their  photographers  and 
reporters,  and  especially  the  many  residents  in  the 
county  who  helped  with  research  and  arranged  for  the 
placing  of  the  markers  in  their  communities . 
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MAUMEE 'WABASH 
PORTAGE 
“GLORIOUS  GATE" 


Only  land  barrier 
on  shortest  trade  route 
between  Quebec  and 
New  Orleans. 

Eastern  landing  of  eight- 
mile  carry  from  St.  Mary's 
to  tittle  River.  Used  by 
Indians,  French.  British 
and  American  traders. 
*1X0  CCltm  -  ?0RT  WAY  N’t 
'  HTSTWUai  SOCIETY 


MARK  THE  "GLORIOUS  GATE"  -  Shown  at  the  newly 
unveiled  Allen  County -Fort  Wayne  Historical  Society 
marker  of  the  east  end  of  the  Maumee -Little  Wabash 
portage  are  Dr.  George  W.  Gillie  and  Miss  Edith  E. 
White  of  the  organization  and  Mrs.  Frank  Roberts, 
chairman  of  the  Sites  and  Markers  Committee .  This 
marker  is  inRockhillPark  on  Lindenwood  Avenue .  The 
western  terminus  of  the  portage  is  located  by  a  similar 
marker  approximately  four  miles  west  of  the  eastern 
terminus  on  U.S.  24  and  State  37. 


JOURNAL-GAZETTE,  June  14,  1959 


s'TI OF  THE  FmsT 

CHURCH  BUILDING 

ERECTED 

IN  FORT  WAYNE 


On  this  site  stood  the  first 
church  building  erected  in 
Fort  Wayne,  a  frame  building, 
forty  by  forty  feet,  housing 
the  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH  from  1837  to  1847 
The  FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH,  organized  duly  1. 
1831,  vras  the  first  permanent 
church  in  Fort  Wayne. 

ALLEK  COUNTY -FORT  WAYNE 

historical  society 
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FIRST  CHURCH  SITE  MARKED  -  The  site  of  the  first 
church  building  in  Fort  Wayne,  at  334  East  Berry  St., 
was  marked  Saturday  by  the  Allen  County -Fort  Wayne 
Historical  Society.  The  marker  says  the  building 
housed  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  from  1837  to 
1847.  Left  to  right  are:  Albert  F.  Diserens,  member 
of  the  historical  Sites  and  Markers  Committee  of  the 
Society;  Dr.  John  W.  Meister,  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church;  Mrs.  J.  Howard  Wil kens,  His¬ 
torical  Society  president;  and  William  T.  White,  his¬ 
torical  Sites  and  Markers  committee  chairman. 


NEWS -SENTINEL,  June  28,  1961 
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Terminal  point  wn«re 

French'Car.sdian  tw!=- 

holiowcd  frost  30-60  foot 
poplar  loss,  brought 
famsltes  and  cargo  up  the 
Maumee  liver  froa  Toledo 
std  Detroit,  and  returned 
furs  to  Late  Erie  in  ex- 
ch’s1*  traders’  supply^ 

5“  m,  iBiEii 

^raofthej^Q.. 
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FIRST  TRAFFIC  HUB  -  A  marker  was  dedicated  Sat¬ 
urday  at  the  point  where  Indians,  fur  trappers,  sol¬ 
diers,  explorers,  settlers  and  adventurers  landed  at 
Fort  Wayne  in  the  late  18th  and  early  19th  centuries . 
Located  on  the  South  bank  of  the  St.  Mary's  River  at 
the  Spy  Run  Avenue  bridge  on  what  is  now  the  grounds 
of  Hall's  Gas  House  Restaurant,  the  landing  was  near 
Old  Fort  Wayne.  Shown,  left  to  right,  inspecting  the 
marker  are  Don  Hall,  Mrs.  J.  Howard  Wilkens,  Mrs. 
William  T.  White,  and  Louis  W.  Bonsib.  The  marker 
is  part  of  a  program  of  the  historical  Sites  and  Markers 
committee  of  the  Allen  County-Fort  Wayne  Historical 
Society . 


NEWS -SENTINEL,  September  18,  1961 


HISTORICAL  LORE  -  Thousands  of  airplane  passen¬ 
gers  will  get  a  look  at  this  plaque  which  was  installed 
in  the  lounge  at  Baer  Field’s  air  terminal  building 
Tuesday  afternoon  by  the  Allen  County -Fort  Wayne 
Historical  Society.  The  plaque  describes  the  early 
beginnings  of  the  city  when  the  French  forts  were 
founded.  Shown  at  the  ceremony  are,  left  to  right, 
James  M.  Ross,  airport  manager;  CarlG.  Lundell, 
member  of  the  society’s  Sites  and  Markers  committee; 
Dale  W.  McMillen,  Jr.,  president  of  the  Board  of 
Aviation  Commissioners;  and  Joseph  N.  Pettit,  His¬ 
torical  Society  president. 


JOURNAL -GAZETTE,  April  21,  1962 
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MARKER  UNVEILED  -  A  plaque  commemorating  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  Canal,  a  waterway  important  to  the 
city's  development,  was  unveiled  in  Rockhill  Park 
north  of  the  shelter  yesterday  with  appropriate  cere¬ 
monies.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are  Joseph  N.  Pettit, 
president  of  the  Allen  County-Fort  Wayne  Historical 
Society;  Rex  M.  Potterf,  Fort  Wayne  librarian  emer¬ 
itus  who  was  the  speaker;  Miss  Edith  E.  White,  reg¬ 
istrar  for  descendants  of  people  who  came  here  via  the 
canal;  and  Albert  F.  Diserens,  a  member  of  the  his¬ 
torical  society's  Sites  and  Markers  committee. 

JOURNAL-GAZETTE,  August  6,  1962 


HARMAR'S  ford 

At  a  point  approximately 
across  the  Maumee  River 

spot  occurre'j 
the  Battle  of  Harmars  Ford 
on  October  22,  !79o. 
Major  John  Wyiiyj  and 
the  soldiers  under  his 
command  were  defeated 
and  Killed  by  a  band  of 
Miami  Indians  commanded 
by  Chief  Little  Turtle. 


ALLEN  COUNTY  -  FORT  WAYNE 
HISTORIC*!  SnftPTY 


HARMAR’S  FORD  -  Little  Turtle’s  defeat  of  a  portion 
of  Gen.  Josiah  Harmar’s  army  dispatched  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  site  of  Fort  Wayne  by  President  George  Washington 
on  October  22,  1790,  is  commemorated  in  an  Allen 
County-Fort  Wayne  Historical  Society  marker  dedi¬ 
cated  Thursday  by,  left  to  right,  Miss  Helene  Foe  1- 
linger,  of  the  society’s  Historical  Markers  Committee; 
Mayor  Paul  M.  Burns;  Board  of  Works  Chairman  Paul 
F .  Roembke;  and  Miss  Edith  E .  White,  life  member 
of  the  Society.  The  Board  of  Works  cooperated  in 
installing  the  marker  at  East  Berry  and  Francis  Sts ., 
one  block  west  of  Harmar  St .  The  actual  battle  site  is 
across  the  Maumee  River  from  the  marker,  but  a 
smaller  marker  there  is  obscured  from  view . 


NEWS -SENTINEL,  September  6,  1963 


huntertown. 

INDIANA 
p^tted  1869 

Tt&p&svs- 

forest,  settled  about  1837, 
On  the  old  Lima  Plank  Road 
connecting  Howe  (Lima) 
and  Fort  Wayne. 
Home  of  the  Perry  Centre 
Seminary,  founded  1856  and 
closed  1861  when  the  entire 
faculty  and  all  adult 
students  enlisted  in  the 
Union  Army. 

ALLEN’  COUNTY-FORT  WAYSE 

Historical  society 
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HUNTERTOWN  MARKER  PLACED  -  Huntertown, 
scene  of  the  short-lived  Perry  Centre  Seminary  which 
closed  its  doors  in  1861  in  its  fifth  year  when  the  entire 
faculty  and  all  adult  students  joined  the  Union  Army, 
received  a  historical  marker  Wednesday  from  the 
Allen  County -Fort  Wayne  Historical  Society.  Placed 
on  the  Huntertown  school  grounds  on  State  Highway  3, 
the  marker  gives  a  capsule  history  of  the  area,  first 
settled  in  1837.  Present  during  the  dedication  of  the 
marker  were,  left  to  right,  Taft  Haffelfinge  of  the 
Huntertown  Lions  Club,  J.  Calvin  Hill  of  the  Society’s 
Historical  Markers  Committee,  Miss  Joan  Pettit,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Historical  Society,  and  Walter  V.  Kell  of 
the  Allen  County  Plan  Commission. 

NEWS -SENTINEL,  September  19,  1963 
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PLACE  HISTORICAL  MARKER  -  Representatives  of 
the  Allen  County -Fort  Wayne  Historical  Society  placed 
a  marker  Friday  in  Woodburn  at  Main  and  College  Sts . , 
to  commemorate  the  first  town  incorporated  in  Maumee 
Township.  It  was  once  called  ’’Phelps  Station”  on  the 
Wabash  Railroad  and  was  a  strategic  point  in  a  vast 
woodland  of  timber  unsurpassed  in  the  United  States 
for  variety  and  condition.  Shown  above  at  the  cere¬ 
mony  are,  left  to  right,  Miss  Helen  Augspurger, 
William  L.  Pettit,  Dr.  W.A.  Luenberger,  Homer  L. 
Oyer  and  William  T.  White,  Jr.  Miss  Augspurger, 
Dr.  Luenberger  and  Oyer  represented  Woodburn, 
while  Pettit  and  White  officiated  for  the  Historical 
Society . 


NEWS -SENTINEL,  December  2,  1963 


GRABILL.  INDIANA 
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MARKER  AT  GRABILL  -  The  Allen  County -Fort  Wayne 
Historical  Society  has  placed  a  marker  in  the  park  at 
Grabill,  noting  the  platting  of  the  community  in  1902 . 
Left  to  right  are  Fred  J.  Reynolds,  society  board 
member;  M.J.  Ringenberg,  representing  Grabill; 
Mrs.  Jerry  H.  Sauder,  daughter  of  one-time  post¬ 
master  Joseph  A .  Grabill  in  whose  honor  the  town  was 
named;  Joseph  N.  Pettit,  society  president;  and  J. 
Calvin  Hill,  member  of  the  society’s  marker  com¬ 
mittee.  The  site  was  originally  selected  by  the  Wabash 
Railroad  for  a  depot. 


NEWS -SENTINEL,  December  12,  1963 
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MARKER  AT  HARLAN  -  The  founding  of  Harlan  has 
beenmarkedwithasign  of  the  Allen  County -Fort  Wayne 
Historical  Society  on  State  Road  37 .  Left  to  right  are 
Maynard  Amstutz,  of  the  Indiana  Archeological  So¬ 
ciety,  Harlan;  William  T.  White,  chairman  of  the  His¬ 
torical  Society's  marker  committee;  Hugo  H.  Otting, 
Harlan;  Joseph  N.  Pettit,  Historical  Society  president; 
and  Kenneth  Amstutz,  Harlan.  The  town,  platted  in 
1853,  was  part  of  the  old  overland  route  to  Detroit. 

NEWS -SENTINE L,  December  17,  1963 
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NO  NEED  TO  BE  TOO  ACCURATE  ABOUT  WHERE  YOU  PUT  THEM,  MEN 
...THERE'S  ALWAYS  ARGUMENTS  ABOUT  THOSE  THINGS  ANYWAY !.. 


A  George  Lichty  original  from  the  collection  of 
William  T.  White,  and  reproduced  with  the  permission 
of  Mr.  Lichty  and  the  Chicago  Sun -Times  Syndicate. 
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